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RON WHITELAW HONORED AT CYBA DINNER
By Dennis Moran
Ron Whitelaw, owner of Bayside
Yacht Sales in Long Beach, longtime CYBA board member and arbitration administrator, was given
some well-deserved recognition
for his years of service to the CYBA
with a special presentation during
the annual CYBA dinner held on
January 17th in Palm Desert.
Ron had announced in late 2008
that it was finally time for him to
“retire” from the board of directors and arbitration administrator
position. Few realized that he had
served continuously for over 20
years on the board of directors,
far longer than anyone else in the
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Pictured left to to right, Dennis Moran, Ron Whitelaw and Tom Russell.

history of the CYBA and during the
same period as the only formal
arbitration administrator the association has ever had.
Most members have only a vague
idea of the role of arbitration
administrator. Every potential arbitration starts with a complaint,
which could be from a broker,
buyer or seller. Ron would listen to
both sides of the story, thoroughly
review the issues and more often
than not, get both parties to agree

on a settlement without the need
for an arbitration hearing, saving
the parties countless thousands
of dollars in the process. He had a
unique ability to bring the parties
to the table and get them to listen
to his advice.
In the event a complaint could
not be settled informally, Ron
was responsible for scheduling
and managing a formal arbitration hearing. Some of the more
(cont. on page 4)
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Happy 2009 to all!
We have just concluded our CYBA
Annual Dinner and all those attending enjoyed a very comfortable resort in Palm Desert, the
JW Marriott. Some attending
members golfed, others relaxed
and had a massage, but we all
took a very rare and well deserved
day off. A pleasant dinner and
conversation along with music
and some door prizes topped off
the weekend. Members who did
have the opportunity to join us this
year enjoyed a great opportunity
to converse with fellow brokers
and help support each other in a
relaxing atmosphere. Our plans
are to arrange next year’s annual
gathering and meeting at a location more centralized so that every
member can attend and join in
on the fun.

Director
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O: (619) 233-7666
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I made a few remarks at the dinner
and was encouraged to summarize them for this first President’s
Message.
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We all experienced a tough year
in 2008 and just about everyone
reported a down year with both
buyers and sellers sitting on the
fence, waiting to see where the
economy goes. These tough times
force us all to make hard decisions.
Do we cut back expenses, reduce
size, and work longer hours? We
will all be tested to some degree.
This business has endured and
survived many downturns and

Legal Advisor
Tom Russell
O: 949-854-6000
E: trussell@ra-law.com
F: (949) 854-6001
C: (949) 244-6230
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challenges in the past and it has
always recovered. As yachtsmen,
we know how to hove to and let
the storm pass. This economic
storm too will pass and we will
adapt and survive. We are a unique
group of optimists. You have to be
an optimist and confident to accept a 100% commission career.
Our nature is to be risk takers and
to never give up, to work hard to
find a way through. We accept the
slack months of pay so that we
can stand with our fellow brokers
and rejoice in each other’s good
fortune when the special times
come along. When deals just keep
coming together and we get those
exciting commission checks that
office bound salaried workers will
never see. To top it all off, we are
fortunate to work in the sun, and
on the water, with happy people
and families enjoying a very special lifestyle. The Yacht Sales Life is
Good, and we can all be thankful
that we have a place in this very
unique industry.
Initial signs for 2009 are optimistic and inspiring. The San Diego
Boat Show was well attended
and resulted in sold boats and
great leads for future business.
The 2009 economy will be what
it is, better or worse, we can’t
control it. But we can make every
deal count and work together as
brokers. Be open to every co-op
opportunity and creative way to
make a good deal for everyone.
(cont. on next page)

From The President… (cont. from pg. 1)
Most importantly, let us not argue or fight over the
buyers and deals we do have. Maintaining our fellow
broker relationships is more important than one client
or one deal. Tomorrow’s better business will require
all of us working together. So, I encourage all of you
to support your fellow brokers, and to support your
affiliate insurance, finance, surveyor, and advertising
companies. Please support your California Yacht
Brokers’ Association with your time and input. The
Board and I encourage everyone’s help. Great business and great incomes are coming.
I wish you all luck and prosperity in 2009.
Jack Buckley,
2009 CYBA President

From The Editor
I would like to extend to the readers and their families
a wish for a successful and prosperous New Year.
As we move into 2009 the CYBA has seated its new
Board for the ensuing term. The Board will be at the
helm and direction of Jack Buckley of Farallone Yacht
Sales as our President for the 2009 term.
The New Year should be a time that allows us the
opportunity to look back at our accomplishments
and also our failures; we all need to take a selfevaluation on how we can we provide better service
to our clients – because service is what it is all about.
If you get hung-up reading the negative side that
the media seems to print, then you will be all about
your self full-filling prophecy, however if you are
one of the many who either worked or attended the
recent NMMA Boat Show held in San Diego at the
Convention Center and Marriott Marina January 8-11
you have to be asking yourself what recession?
I certainly don’t dispute the obvious economic
problems that our country and more closer to home
our State is faced with but I do believe this – you will
not improve the situation by sitting by and fixating on
what is wrong instead you must focus on what you
can do to help correct the problem. What I mean by
this is exactly what I saw at this boat show, energy
from those working the docks or the displays that
seemed to energize the entire show. In the last few
years I cannot remember when I have seen such a
charge and feeling of excitement from the attendees
of a boat show - this certainly seemed to empower

those who came their to sell their products – because
that is exactly what they did. I understand that there
where several contracts written over the four-days so
they are out their folks.
I spoke with Kat Ohlmann of the NMMA and she said
even though the gate was a little less than last year,
around 9% but she also mentioned that other shows
had been experiencing much higher percentage
drop in attendance so considering we had a play-off
game that took a bit of the punch out of Sunday I
would say we experienced a very successful show.
Congratulations to all of this years participates I think
we had a great show with near perfect weather, the
only thing we came up short on was a Charger win
on Sunday – Oh well you can’t have everything.
I would like to take a moment and express my sincere
appreciation to the sponsors who made this years
San Diego Brokers Forum Christmas Party such a
great success. On December 18th over 100 members
from the marine industry gathered at our favorite San
Diego watering hole - Fiddler’s Green Restaurant.
As always Steve Rock and the staff at Fiddler’s did a
fantastic job providing everyone with some delectable
food and wonderful spirits. It was so good to see so
many of you their – enjoying yourselves with your
friends, colleagues and family.
The CYBA web-site will be under construction over
the next few months and I would encourage all of
you to check the site out from time to time. We are
looking to enhance the site with many useful links
and provide on-line information that will be useful
to our members. We are also looking to add the
potential for advertisers to market their businesses
and have direct links to their services. The site address
is www.cyba.org
It has been suggested that a section be added to
the newsletter that will allow the readers to keep
informed of changes in our industry changes such
as office relocation or new business opening up;
salesman moving to a new office or a firm taking
on a new product line. All these and others would
be news worthy to get out in front of our readers
and I think we all would be interested in hearing
about – please submit these to me via email at jim@
chuckhoveyyachts.com ,I would ask that you keep the
article to a couple paragraphs if at all possible.
Respectfully ,
James H. Johnson,
Editor

www.cyba.info
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Ron Whitelaw Honored… (cont. from pg. 1)
complex could involve as many as 4 lawyers and 8
witnesses and damages claims of $300,000 or more.
Because CYBA arbitration rulings are legally binding
as if they were tried in a court of law, Ron made sure
the proceedings where handled professionally so
there would be no accusation of bias after the fact.
His calm demeanor, patience and attention to every
detail resulted in an unblemished record of over 20
years of successful arbitrations. His skill at performing
this delicate role was invaluable.
Since Ron had previously been awarded the annual
Merle Parke Award, until now the association’s only
award of merit, it was unanimously agreed that a
special recognition award, The Ronald B. Whitelaw
Award, should be created to honor his hundreds of
hours of service over 20 years administrating a very
difficult program. This award will only be presented
in the future when a member is chosen by the board
whose contribution to the legacy of the CYBA is far
beyond those of his peers.
Ron graciously received the award to a standing ovation at the annual dinner. Although his wise counsel
will be greatly missed at board meetings, it is certain
he will be called on for advice and guidance by those
who try to fill the void he has left.

CYBA General Meeting
Date: January 7, 2009.
Time: 1:00 P.M.
Call to Order: Nick Friedman, President called to
order.
Approval of Minutes: Board approved Minutes.
Nominating Committee: Morris Kirk-2009 Board of
Directors election held.
Old Business: none.
New Business: Jack Buckley, President. Tom Trainor,
Secretary. Dick Angel, Treasurer. Lenard Lee, V.P.#2
Michael Corelli, V.P. #1 and all approved by board.
Next General Meeting: January, 2010.
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned.
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Schwarzenegger Freezes
Funding for MLPA-Related
Activities Due to State
Budget Crisis
Partnership for Sustainable Oceans (PSO) Urges
Governor to Closely Examine Potential Impacts
on Recreational Fishing
SACRAMENTO, CA, January 22, 2009 – Governor
Schwarzenegger’s December 19, 2008 Executive
Order (S-16-08), designed to help prevent a state
budget shortfall, suspended indefinitely funding for
essential Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) oversight initiatives. The budget cuts have created concern among stakeholders that, with a loss of funding, critical scientific and enforcement safeguards in
newly created marine protected areas (MPAs) may
unnecessarily restrict recreational angling or prohibit it entirely.
Proposed cutbacks related to the MLPA implementation total more than $6,756,000. This does not
include work stoppages or potential furloughs or
cutbacks within the Department of Fish and Game
itself. In response, the Partnership for Sustainable
Oceans (PSO) recently sent a letter to the governor
urging him to consider the impact of such funding
restrictions on the effectiveness of the implementation process and the impacts on anglers, boaters
and local economies.
The California Department of Finance has released a 161page, 5,300-item list of public works projects that will be
suspended or delayed indefinitely because of the state’s
cash crunch which can be found on the following Website:
http://www.treasurer.ca.gov/pmia-laif/pmibstaff/20090116_projects.pdf.
“The MLPA is supposed to be a science-based initiative, and with the current budget crisis in California,
that will no longer be the case,” said Gordon Robertson, vice president of the American Sportfishing
Association and a member of the PSO, a coalition
of angling and boating groups. “Without funding,
the MPA review process will lack basic enforcement
safeguards. In addition, without a scientific basis
and required scientific baseline and monitoring
data, there cannot be a proper five-year review and
a chance for adaptive management, which is clearly
prescribed in the statute.”
In order for the MLPA process to work, MPA management requires a scientific baseline, along with
continued monitoring and enforcement. Absent
(cont. on page 6)

Attention all interested
Yacht Brokers and Salespersons:

CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL
YACHT BROKER (CPYB)
~ STUDY SESSION AND TESTING ~

Finance
your dream
through our
well-charted
waters

Contact Lon Bubeck, Morrie Kirk,
or Dean West for next
study session & exam.
The CYBA is conducting a study session, immediately followed
by the examination, for all those interested in becoming Certified
Professional Yacht Brokers. This will be our first available session,
in response to the great interest in this worthy program.
If you have a desire to take your business and personal
accomplishment up to the next level, you owe it to yourself and
your clients to earn the CPYB designation. Join a growing number
of the best and brightest brokers nationwide in increasing your
knowledge, professionalism, and ethical standards as they relate
to your chosen profession.
For complete information, including study materials, applications,
and required qualifications, please visit the National Yacht Broker
Certification website at www.cpyb.net. There you will find all the
forms you need in a downloadable format.

If you have any questions, please contact one
of the CYBA’s Members on the Certification
Advisory Council:
Lon Bubeck, CPYB
Flying Cloud Yachts, Long Beach
562-594-9716
lonbubeck@verizon.net
Morris Kirk, CPYB
Orange Coast Yachts, Newport Beach
949-675-3844
morrie@orangecoastyachts.com
Dean West, CPYB
Dean A. West Enterprises, San Diego
619-417-9378
dean_west@yahoo.com

Seacoast Marine Finance offers more than
the best rates, extraordinary expertise and
a streamlined loan process. You can rest
assured that your application is being
handled by professionals who value your
privacy and confidentiality. Don’t drift
into uncharted waters for assistance.
Navigate to Seacoast Marine Finance,
the premier haven for yacht buyers,
dealers and brokers.
Call for your complimentary quote today.
Florida toll-free

|

California toll-free
Seattle

|

877-916-2326
|

800-233-6542

206-784-7773

You may also respond to cpyb@cyba.info or contact any CYBA
Board Member. The National Yacht Broker Certification office
needs time to process your application and to perform your
background check.
Brokers wishing to attend the study session, but who are not
testing, are welcome. However you must reserve a space! Seating
is limited!
NOTE: This session is for CYBA Members only. If you are not
yet a Member, and would like to join, contact the CYBA office
immediately @ 800-875-2922.

www.seacoastmarinefinance.net
A division of Seacoast National Bank.
(cont. on pg. 8)
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Schwarzenegger Freezes Funding… (cont. from pg. 1)
such enforcement and scientific monitoring, future
scientists will not have the data to analyze the success or failure of a marine protected area, significantly curtailing its utility.
“California cannot pick and choose which part of the
statute to implement,” Robertson continued. “Without scientific monitoring and adequate enforcement,
vast areas of the California coast will be closed to
public access and public resources. In the end, such
piecemeal implementation only costs California
more jobs and more economic woes, with coastal
communities taking the brunt of the economic hit.”
The PSO has requested a meeting with Governor

Schwarzenegger to develop a strategy to ensure the
future health of the marine environment without
unnecessary restrictions on recreational anglers and
boaters. To download a copy of the PSO letter to
the governor, go to http://www.keepamericafishing.org/california.asp.
PSO members include the American Sportfishing Association, Berkley Conservation Institute, Coastside
Fishing Club, International Game Fish Association,
Kayak Fishing Association of California, National Marine Manufacturers Association, Nor-Cal Kayak Anglers, Shimano Sport Fisheries Initiative, Southern
California Marine Association and the Sportfishing
Association of California.

Schwarzenegger proposes slashing boating agency
By IBI Magazine
In an effort to stem California's fast-rising budget
deficit, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has proposed cutting the state's Department of Boating &
Waterways.
In his "Road Map for a More Efficient Government,"
Schwarzenegger outlined 18 areas where the state
could either streamline or eliminate government
agencies to save billions of dollars. The boating proposal, which would save an estimated US$600,000
per fiscal year, would merge the agency with the
Department of Parks and Recreation. It "would allow for better coordination and management of
projects and grants relating to boating access and
safety programs," according to a statement.
According to a story in The Log, a West Coast-based

marine news site, previous governors have tried to
cut the department without success. In 1992 and
1996, former Governor Pete Wilson proposed the
same idea, but withdrew the proposal after boating
groups objected. Other proposals in 2003 and 2004
met the same fate.
The Department of Boating & Waterways is one
of the few state agencies that funds itself through
boater registration dollars and taxes on boat fuel.
Many boating groups have said that eliminating the
boating agency would allow the government to divert fuel taxes and registration fees to other agencies, where it could be used for non-boating purposes. Wilson diverted US$20m in the early 1990s,
and gave it to state parks. But after a lawsuit, he had
to pay it back to the state's boating agency.

"Along the Waterfront"
Dea (Dorothy) Allen is pleased to announce she
has opened a San Diego store for Tartan and C&C
Yachts, Inc. Located at the Shelter Island Boatyard,
the store will stock new Tartans and C&Cs. Trades
will be accepted on the new boats. Dea has recently
obtained her California Yacht Brokers License to
represent Brokerage power and sail boats.
Formerly a salesperson with Southern California
Yacht Sales and Suncoast Yachts, Dea is absolutely
thrilled at this opportunity and looks forward to the
future.
The office is at 2330 Shelter Island Dr. #203, San
Diego, CA 92106. Phone is 619-222-1200, email is
syachts@att.net.
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Quote of the Month
"If you want to be successful,
it's just this simple.
Know what you are doing.
Love what you are doing.
And believe in what you are doing."
Will Rogers

CYBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
Date: January 6, 2009
VENUE: Long Beach Yacht Club.
CALL TO ORDER: Jack Buckley, President.
ATTENDING DIRECTORS: Jack Buckley, Dick Angel,
Marc Bay, Ron Whitelaw, Tom Trainer, Jim Johnson,
Michael Corelli, Lenard Lee, Guy Newmark, Dick
Angel, and Executive Director Bob Gorman was also
present.
GUESTS: Gina Ebling, Sylvia Holmquist, DBW. Also
attending was Bob Leslie, Dennis Moran, Tom
Russell, legal council. Morie Kirk, Dave Wile and Lon
Brubeck.
MINUTES: Of December 2008 were approved.
FINANCIAL REPORT: Bob Gorman discussed financial
report, treasurer’s report approved.
CORRESPONDENCE: No Report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: No Report.
LEGAL/IYC: Tom Russell discussed state budget and
DBW.
ARBITRATION: Ron Whitelaw reported on outstanding
issues, Solomon vs. Hoffman. Dennis Moran was
appointed to arbitration committee to replace Ron
Whitelaw.
LEGISLATION: Dick Angel reported on pending
legislation. Tom Trainer and Bob Leslie were
appointed to legislation committee.
SOCIAL/PUBLICITY: Guy Newmark discussed the
annual dinner. Bob Gorman discussed need for
sponsors for annual dinner.

Angel, Treasurer. Lenard Lee, V.P.#2 Michael Corelli,
V.P. #1 and all approved by board.
CPYB: Lon Brubeck discussed CYBA support and
contributions. Dean West made motion to support
CPYB for on thousand dollars for 2008. The motion
passed.
SEMINAR: No Report.
SPONSORSHIP: Jack Buckley reported on a new
affiliate program.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Marc Bay discussed
ten thousand dollars raised by for walk for breast
cancer.
OLD BUSINESS: David Weil discussed errors and
omission insurance and made a presentation.
NEW BUSINESS: Ron Whitelaw discussed Long Beach
Yacht Club remodeling closure dates.
THE NEXT BOARD MEETING: February 4, 2009 at 1300
hrs. at Long Beach Yacht Club.
MEETING ADJOURNED: 1550 hrs.

EXPERIENCED YACHT
SALESPERSONS
WANTED
Harbor Island, San Diego office.
Be part of a four-office
brokerage team.

Call Broker at 949-248-7400

MEMBERSHIP: Jack Buckley reported on new member
applications. Marc Bay and Guy Newmark appointed
to membership committee.
FORMS: Jack Buckley, Marc Bay, Dick Angel and
Michael Corelli appointed to forms committee.
ETHICS: No Report.
INTERNET AND MEDIA: no report. Jack Buckley
appointed new chairman of committee.
NEWSLETTER: No Report.
NOMINATING: Morrie Kirk election of 2009 officers.
Jack Buckley, President. Tom Trainor, Secretary. Dick

GET YOUR MESSAGE OUT
THERE!
Advertise in the CYBA newsletter.
For More Information
or Rates
Contact Bob Gorman
@ 800-875-2922.
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NEW CYBA MEMBERSHIP
Approved Active Master Membership
Christy Steinman Crawford
C Properties
Sponsored by:
Jim Johnson and Dan Peters
Proposed Active Master Membership
Robert McKee
National Yacht Sales
Sponsored by:
Jack Buckley and Jim Johnson
Proposed Associate Membership
Tyce Saylor
National Yacht Sales
Sponsored by:
Jack Buckley and Jim Johnson

Look

• View The Magazine Online at californiayachts.com
• West Coast Boat Search at californiayachts.com
• Feature Boats at californiayachts.com
• Additional Brokers Listings at californiayachts.com

First American Vessel Title

A Division of
First American Transportation Title Insurance Company
NYSE:FAF

Protection for your marine transactions
through Vessel Title Insurance
510 Bienville Street
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130
800.247.4035 Fax: 800.648.5021
www.firstam.com/transportation

A C o m pany I n M o t i o n
805-985-7800 • email: calyachts@aol.com

California Yachts does not accept private ads

Look

• View The Magazine Online at californiayachts.com
• West Coast Boat Search at californiayachts.com
• Feature Boats at californiayachts.com
• Additional Brokers Listings at californiayachts.com

805-985-7800 • email: calyachts@aol.com

California Yachts does not accept private ads
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"Along the Waterfront"
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Images From San Diego Brokers Christmas Party

San Diego Brokers
Christmas Party Sponsors
Thanks again to those generous sponsors who
made the 2008 San Diego Brokers Christmas
Party such a remarkable success:
Bernadine Trusso – Dona Jenkins
Maritime Documentations Service, Inc.
Paul Trusso – Law Ofﬁces of Paul S. Trusso
Bill Roberts – Shelter Island Boat Yard
Kate Pearson – Knight & Carver Yacht Center
Chris Fonteneau – Fonteneau Yacht Repair
Cris Wenthur – Wenthur Law Group
Don Henderson – Allsea’s Insurance Service, Inc.
Judy Donnelly & Tom Jarvis – San Diego Marine
Exchange
Scott Jarvie – Oversea Insurance
Paul Carrona – Scott B. Jones Yacht & Ship Brokers, Inc.
California Yacht Brokers Association • January 2009
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Images From CYBA Dinner

The Wharf at America’s Cup Harbor
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"Along the Waterfront"
NEW YEAR… NEW OPPORTUNITY… NEW
LOCATION
Often the new year brings changes and new
opportunities. Such is the case with Richard
Nathanson, who is now associated with Mason Yachts
International, both in Marina del
Rey at Fisherman’s Village, as well
as in Pompano Beach, Florida.
Richard has worked as a Yacht
Broker in Marina del Rey for 25
years, having assisted may boaters
in the joyous task of ﬁnding their
dream boat, or helping them to sell
when the time is right to move on,
often to another vessel.
Richard has delivered numerous
new boats over the years, many of
which are still being enjoyed by their
original owners, but has a preference
for the resale brokerage market. He feels the journey
of locating the right vessel for the individual needs
and taste preferences of each client, is most satisfying,
and has created true friendships from individuals who
began as clients. Negotiating the right price, locating
a proper berth, assisting newcomers in the operation
of their vessels, and assisting in proper maintenance
programs, are all part of the job.
Richard, as an east coast surfer, moved to southern

California in 1974 to enjoy the beaches and warm
climate, and immediately took to the boating lifestyle,
living aboard in Marina del Rey for over 10 years.
Having an interest in the classic
designs, Richard’s involvement
was in wooden hulls, where he
owned “Malobi” a 40’ Kettenburg,
as well as an 44’ Island Clipper
built by Fellows & Stewart, and a
36’ Ohlsen Yawl built in Sweden.
He served as Marina del Rey’s
Rear Commodore for WHOA for 5
years, where he was race chairman
for the “One More Time Regatta”,
a yacht race held annually in Santa
Monica Bay.
Richard’s favorite place is Catalina
Island, where he likes to scuba dive,
snorkel, and meet with friends and clients, and spends
a portion of each summer with his son Dylan, 15 years
old and his daughter Taylor, now 18 years old.
Richard can be reached at Mason Yachts 13763
Fiji Way E-10 in Marina del Rey Ca. 90292 or by
e mail Richard@masonyachts.com. Phone number
is 310 577-8070 or cell phone 310 430-1769 where
he looks forward to continuing to serve the marine
community.
California Yacht Brokers Association • January 2009
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Calendar
January 23-Feb 1		
			

Lake Union Boats Afloat Boat Show
Lake Union – Seattle, WA

January 29		
			

San Diego Broker/Sales Forum – 11:30 am
Fiddler’s Green Restaurant – San Diego, CA

Feb 04			
			

CYBA – Board Meeting – 1:00 PM
Buster’s Restaurant – Long Beach, CA

Feb 07 – 08		
11-15			

Los Angeles Boat Show – New Show Dates
Los Angeles Convention Center – L.A. CA

February 26 – 29		
			

San Diego Trawler Fest
Kona Kai Marina – San Diego, CA

February 26		
			

San Diego Broker/Sales Forum – 11:30 am
Fiddler’s Green Restaurant – San Diego, CA

March 04		
			

CYBA – Board Meeting – 1:00 PM
TBD

March 26		
			

San Diego Broker/Sales Forum – 11:30 am
Fiddler’s Green Restaurant – San Diego, CA
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